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Overview  

This briefing contains information about trends in enrollment and outcomes by modality 
for courses at SDCCD over the last five years. Data is presented for each academic 
year. Data for 2019-20 reflects courses as they were originally scheduled; while all 
instruction was transitioned online midway through the Spring term, courses were 
scheduled largely on-campus in line with scheduling patterns before the pandemic.  

Enrollment data includes duplicated enrollments, headcount, and success rates. 
Section counts are referenced in places.  

Data for the College of Continuing Education (SDCCE) is reported two ways to 
account for multiple enrollments in the same course in the same term and enrollments 
that do not receive a grade. Enrollment data for SDCCE generally reflects all 
enrollments at that college. Success rate data for SDCCE reflects graded 
enrollments only; sections that do not assign grades and duplicate course 
enrollments are excluded1. Success rate data for SDCCE and the credit colleges is 
reported separately in this briefing; pending districtwide discussion of success 
definitions, this data may be aggregated. 

Dashboard 

A dashboard with Distance Education Enrollments and Outcomes is available for further 
disaggregation of findings in this report. Often, District- and college-level trends in 
enrollment and success do not hold true at the department, subject, and course level. 
Practitioners and leadership are strongly encouraged to explore trends within their 
program using the dashboard. The three tabs of the dashboard provide two views of 
distance education data and definitions of terms. 

 

In most tabs, data can be disaggregated using the following filters.  

 
 
 

 
1 At SDCCE, students often enroll in multiple sections of the same course in the same term.  

https://app.powerbi.com/groups/me/reports/11c95f86-dcb3-4f90-a213-b91d1e14bdfb/b075cb5e8744ccf65643?ctid=040c6031-3abb-4835-b30c-9d88955b4c69&experience=power-bi&bookmarkGuid=5f1d1486-84c8-4a62-966e-a7fd2b4f83c8
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Definitions-General 

• Enrollments: Duplicated instances of students taking a course. One student enrolled 
in two courses is counted twice. Enrollments are as of course census; students that 
drop before course census are excluded.  

• Graded Enrollments: enrollments in sections that assign letter grades. At the credit 
colleges, all enrollments are graded. At The College of Continuing Education 
(SDCCE), graded enrollments are those in sections in which students received 
grades; in cases where students enrolled in multiple sections of the same course in 
the same term, only the enrollment that received the highest grade is included. 

• Headcount: Unduplicated count of students. One student enrolled in two courses 
counts once. 

• Success Rate: At the credit colleges, the percentage of students who complete a 
course with a grade of A, B, C, or P out of total official census enrollments. At SDCCE, 
passing grades include a grade of “SP” and/or a CE Satisfactory Completion value of 
“S”. At the credit colleges, tutoring, non‐credit, and cancelled classes are excluded. At 
SDCCD, cancelled classes are excluded.  

Definitions-Section Modalities 
• Online: Sections offered online, including Fully Online, Online-live, and Hyflex, in 

which students may attend completely online. The CCCCO MIS Data Element 
Dictionary provides the following definition of Distance Education courses: “Distance 
Education means instruction in which the instructor and student are separated by time 
and/or distance and interact through the assistance of technology.” 

o Fully Online: Sections offered online with no set meeting time (asynchronous). 
These are a subset of Online enrollments.  

o Online-live: Sections offered online with set meeting time (synchronous). 
These are a subset of Online enrollments. 

o Hyflex: Sections offered in which students may attend fully online, fully on-
ground, or any possible combination of online and on-ground. These are a 
subset of Online enrollments. 

• On-ground: "Face to face" sections, in which the instructor and students physically 
occupy the same place at the same time. This includes sections offered on-campus 
and off-campus (such as CCAP sections offered on high school campuses) sections.  

• Partially Online: Sections that include components both in online and on-campus 
modalities. 
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Summary 
1. Enrollments by Modality: In 2024-25, there were 312,118 enrollments across the San Diego 

Community College District. 140,725 were online (45% all enrollments), 139,511 were on-ground (45% of 
all enrollments), and 31,882 enrollments were partially online (10% of all enrollments). 

2. The Transition to Online Instruction, Credit Colleges, Key Finding #1.1: Across the credit 
colleges, students were nearly 1.75 times as likely to take a class online in 2024-25 than before 
the pandemic. However, this varies by group, with female, African American, and older students 
more likely to enroll online in 2024-25 than their peers.   

3. The Transition to Online Instruction, SDCCE, Key Finding #1.2: At SDCCE, students were 
more than twice as likely to take a class online in 2024-25 than before the pandemic. However, 
this varies by group, with female, Native American, Multi-Ethnicity, Asian, and older students more 
likely to enroll online in 2024-25 than their peers. 

4. Headcount by Modality: 55,476 students enrolled in an online or partially online course in 2024-
25 across SDCCD (City: 16,961, Mesa: 25,354, Miramar: 17,596, SDCCE: 13,320), or 70% of 
students (City: 75%, Mesa: 82%, Miramar: 69%, SDCCE: 57%). 

5. Success Rate by Modality, Credit Colleges: At the credit colleges in 2024-25, 74% of enrollments in 
online transfer-level courses were successful (City: 71%, Mesa: 75%, Miramar: 76%), equal to that of 
2023-24. 

6. Success Rate by Modality, SDCCE: At SDCCE in 2024-25, the success rate for online graded 
enrollments remained steady at 61% compared to 2023-24, while their total number decreased 
from 2023-24 to 2024-25 by nearly one-third, continuing a 3-year trend into its 4th year. 
Conversely, both success rates and total counts for on-ground graded enrollments continue a 
multi-year trend of steady increases, with success increasing by 2% in 2024-25 and total 
enrollments increasing by 15%. Notably, for the first time since before the pandemic the number of 
on-ground graded enrollments has surpassed that of online graded enrollments (21,448 and 
17,629, respectively, in 2024-25). 

7. Online Success by Ethnicity, Credit Colleges: At the credit colleges in 2024-25, gaps in online 
success rates were largest for Native American, Pacific Islander, and African American students, 
although significant gaps existed for all groups. 

8. Online Success by Ethnicity, SDCCE: At SDCCE, gaps in online success rates have increased 
somewhat since 2023-24.  

9. Online Success by Age, Credit Colleges: At the credit colleges in 2024-25, success rates were 
between 71% and 73% in Online transfer-level for all age groups except students over 50. For 
students over 50, 67% of enrollments were successful. 

10. Online Success by Age, SDCCE: At SDCCE in 2024-25, success rates ranged between 57% 
and 71% for Online graded sections for all age groups. The lowest performing age group was 18-
24 and 50+ was the highest.
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Metrics  
1. Enrollments by Modality, Districtwide: In 2024-25, there were 312,118 enrollments 

across the San Diego Community College District. 140,725 were online (45% of the total), 
139,511 were on-ground (45%), and 31,882 enrollments were partially online (10%).  
In response to the pandemic, instruction was transitioned almost entirely online in 2020-21, with 
95% of enrollments occurring entirely online that year. In 2021-22, the count of online 
enrollments decreased 25% from the prior year as on-ground instruction was reactivated; in 
2022-23, online enrollments decreased another 26% from the prior year. The year-over-year 
percentage drops in online enrollments normalized to 5% in 2023-24 from 2022-23 and 7% in 
2024-25 from 2023-24. On-ground enrollments grew 12% in 2024-25 compared to the previous 
year.  
Across the credit colleges in 2024-25, online enrollments accounted for 45% of all enrollments 
(City: 43%, Mesa: 47%, Miramar: 43%). At SDCCE in 2024-25, online enrollments accounted for 
46% of all enrollments.  
See Table 14 and Table 15 in the appendix for enrollment proportion and section counts by 
modality and college.  
See Section 4 on page 11 for success rates by modality.  
Figure 1. Annual Enrollments proportion (duplicated) by Modality, Districtwide 

 
Note. “Online” is an aggregation of fully online (asynchronous), online-live (synchronous), and Hyflex 
courses (in which students may attend up to 100% of instruction online).  
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Table 1. Total enrollments (duplicated) by modality and college 

  
Note 1. Excludes enrollments in cancelled sections, tutoring, and credit by exam. 
Note 2. Includes SDCCE enrollments in non-graded sections.  
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2. The Transition to Online Instruction by Group, Credit Colleges: Across the credit 
colleges, students were about 1.75 times as likely to take a class online in 2024-25 than 
before the pandemic. However, this varies by group, with female, African American, and 
older students more likely to enroll online in 2024-25 than their peers.  

 

Online enrollment varies by college, 
program, and group, as does growth in 
online enrollment.  

• By College: In 2024-25, City and 
Miramar students are similarly likely to 
enroll online (43%), and Mesa students 
are more likely to enroll online (47%) 
than City and Miramar students.  

• By Gender: Similar to before the 
pandemic, female students are much 
more likely to enroll online (49% of 
enrollments online in 2024-25) than 
male students.  

• By Ethnicity: African American 
students are slightly more likely to enroll 
online (50% of enrollments online in 
2024-25) than other ethnicities, followed 
by Asian and White students (47%). As 
on-campus enrollment has grown over 
the past three years, differences in 
enrollment patterns by modality and 
ethnicity have become less pronounced. 

• By Age: Older students are more likely 
to enroll online, with just over half of 
enrollments by students 30 and older in 
online classes.  

 
Table 2. Percent of all enrollments online, by group, pre-
pandemic compared to 2024-25, Credit Colleges 

 

Note. “Online” is an aggregation of fully online (asynchronous), online-live (synchronous), and Hyflex 
courses (in which students may attend up to 100% of instruction online).  
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3. The Transition to Online Instruction by Group, SDCCE: At SDCCE, students were 
more than twice as likely to take a class online in 2024-25 than before the pandemic. 
However, this varies by group, with female, Native American, Multi-Ethnicity, Asian, and 
older students more likely to enroll online in 2024-25 than their peers.  

 

Online enrollment varies by college, 
program, and group, as does growth in 
online enrollment.   

• By Gender: The percentage growth 
since before the pandemic of online 
enrollments among female SDCCE 
students has outpaced that of their male 
counterparts, leading to a 14 
percentage-point gap in 2024-25 
compared to just 3 points in 2019-20. 
The proportion of online enrollments 
among females reached parity with the 
other course modality types, coming in 
at 50% in 2024-25.  

• By Ethnicity: Native American students 
have enrolled online at higher rates than 
over groups in each of the last two years 
of reporting.   

• By Age: Older students are more likely 
to enroll online than younger students. 
The difference in online enrollment 
compared to pre-pandemic is also larger 
for older students than younger 
students. 

 
Table 3. Percent of all enrollments online, by group, pre-
pandemic compared to 2024-25, SDCCE 

 
 

Note. “Online” is an aggregation of fully online (asynchronous), online-live (synchronous), and Hyflex 
courses (in which students may attend up to 100% of instruction online).  
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4. Headcount by Modality: 55,476 students enrolled in an online or partially online course in 
2024-25 across SDCCD (City: 16,961, Mesa: 25,354, Miramar: 17,596, SDCCE: 13,320), or 
70% of students (City: 75%, Mesa: 82%, Miramar: 69%, SDCCE: 57%). 
In 2024-25, students who only enrolled in Online classes accounted for 28% of students across the 
district. Students who enrolled in both Online classes and On-ground classes, and/or Partially 
Online classes accounted for an additional 42%. Students who enrolled in only On-ground classes 
accounted for the remaining 30%. 
These trends differ by career: compared to students at the credit colleges, students from SDCCE 
are more likely to enroll in only On-ground classes (43%, compared to 25% of credit college 
students). SDCCE students are also much less likely that students from the credit colleges to 
enroll online and on-ground (SDCCE: 27%, Credit Colleges: 47%).   
Figure 2. Headcount Proportion (unduplicated) by Modality, Districtwide 

 
Table 4. Headcount (unduplicated) by Modality, Districtwide 

 
Note. Excludes CBE students and those who dropped all courses before census.  
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Table 5. Headcount (unduplicated) by Modality, by College, Credit Colleges 

 
Note. Excludes CBE students and those who dropped all courses before census. 
 
Table 6. Headcount Proportion (unduplicated) by Modality, by College 

 
Note. Excludes CBE students and those who dropped all courses before census.  
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5. Success Rate by Modality, Credit Colleges: At the credit colleges in 2024-25, 74% of 
enrollments in online transfer-level courses were successful (City: 71%, Mesa: 75%, 
Miramar: 76%), slightly outperforming the 2023-24 rate by 0.3%.  
Success rates in transfer level online courses at the credit colleges rose to 75% in 2020-21, 
dropped back to pre-pandemic levels in 2021-22, and have been rising steadily since.   
In 2020-21 at the credit colleges, success rates in transfer level on-ground courses rose to 93%; 
this was as the number of on-campus enrollment decreased to 7,612 (these enrollments were 
largely in Administrative Justice and Fire Protection at Miramar College, and Veterinary 
Technology, Radiologic Technology, and Dental Assisting at Mesa College). As on-campus 
instruction was reactivated through 2024-25 and the number of on-campus enrollments increased 
to over 85,000, success rates in transfer level courses taught on-campus decreased to about 78% 
and has remained steady the last 3 academic years (within 0.4%).  

See Table 15 in the appendix for section counts by modality and college.  

Figure 3. Success Rates in Transfer Level Coursework, Credit Colleges 

 
Note 1. Includes enrollments in transfer level coursework. Excludes tutoring and credit-by-exam. Excludes 
courses taught both on-campus and online. 

Note 2. “Online” is an aggregation of fully online (asynchronous), online-live (synchronous), and Hyflex courses 
(in which students may attend up to 100% of instruction online). 
 
Table 7. Success Rates in Transfer-level coursework by Modality, Credit Colleges 

 
Note 1. Includes enrollments in transfer level coursework. Excludes tutoring and credit-by-exam. 
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Note 2. “Online” is an aggregation of fully online (asynchronous), online-live (synchronous), and Hyflex courses 
(in which students may attend up to 100% of instruction online). 

Table 8. Success Rates in Transfer-level coursework, by Modality and College 

  
 
Note 1. At the credit colleges, includes enrollments in transfer level coursework. At SDCCE, includes graded 
enrollments. Excludes tutoring and credit-by-exam. 
Note 2. “Online” is an aggregation of fully online (asynchronous), online-live (synchronous), and Hyflex courses 
(in which students may attend up to 100% of instruction online). 
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6. Success Trends at SDCCE: In 2024-25, 66% of enrollments in online classes at SDCCE were successful. While success 
rates stayed the same in 2024-25 compared to 2023-24, the number of online enrollments decreased 32% over that time, 
from 26,056 in 2023-24 to 17,629 in 2024-25.  
SDCCE success rates are based on unduplicated attempts in graded sections, which is a subset of all enrollments at the college. In 
this report, unduplicated attempts in graded sections are referred to as “graded enrollments”. For more context on success 
calculations for SDCCE, see the Definitions section (page 2) or Appendix page Error! Bookmark not defined.. 
The number of online graded enrollments ballooned to 36,287 in 2020-21 (98.6% of graded enrollments), with 65% of those 
enrollments receiving passing grades. As the number of online graded enrollments decreased through 2024-25, success rates 
gradually increased, plateauing at 66% beginning in 2023-24 and continuing into 2024-25.  

Figure 4. SDCCE Graded Enrollments and Success Rates, Online and On-ground Courses 

 

 

Note 1. Includes graded enrollments. Excludes credit-by-exam. 
Note 2. “Online” is an aggregation of fully online (asynchronous), online-live (synchronous), and Hyflex courses (in which students may attend up to 
100% of instruction online). 
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7. Online Success by Ethnicity, Credit Colleges: At the credit colleges in 2024-25, gaps in 
online success rates were largest for Native American, Pacific Islander, and African American 
students, although significant gaps existed for all groups compared to Asian students.  
Compared to Asian students, gaps in success rates by ethnicity remained larger in online classes in 2024-
25 for all groups. However, success rates online have increased in each of the last two years for Latinx and 
African American students. 

To disaggregate success rate data by ethnicity and college, subject, and/or course, visit the Distance 
Education Outcomes Dashboard.   

Figure 5. Gaps in Online Success Rates from Reference Group (Asian), Transfer Level, Credit Colleges 

Table 9. Online Success Rates in Transfer Level Coursework, by Ethnicity, Credit Colleges 

 
Note 1. Includes enrollments in transfer level coursework. Excludes tutoring and credit-by-exam.  
Note 2. “Online” is an aggregation of fully online (asynchronous), online-live (synchronous), and Hyflex 
courses (in which students may attend up to 100% of instruction online). 

https://app.powerbi.com/groups/me/reports/11c95f86-dcb3-4f90-a213-b91d1e14bdfb/b075cb5e8744ccf65643?ctid=040c6031-3abb-4835-b30c-9d88955b4c69&experience=power-bi&bookmarkGuid=5f1d1486-84c8-4a62-966e-a7fd2b4f83c8
https://app.powerbi.com/groups/me/reports/11c95f86-dcb3-4f90-a213-b91d1e14bdfb/b075cb5e8744ccf65643?ctid=040c6031-3abb-4835-b30c-9d88955b4c69&experience=power-bi&bookmarkGuid=5f1d1486-84c8-4a62-966e-a7fd2b4f83c8
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Figure 6. Gaps in On-ground Success Rates from Reference Group (Asian), Transfer Level, Credit Colleges 

 
Note. There were fewer than 8,000 on-ground enrollments in 2020-21. 

 
 

Table 10. On-ground Success Rates in Transfer Level Coursework, by Ethnicity, Credit Colleges 

 
Note 1. Includes enrollments in transfer level coursework. Excludes tutoring and credit-by-exam. 
Excludes courses taught both on-campus and online.  
Note 2. There were fewer than 8,000 on-ground enrollments in 2020-21. The 93% overall success rate 
represents the small subset of courses that were taught on-campus that year.  
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8. Online Success by Ethnicity, SDCCE: At SDCCE, gaps in online success rates have 
increased somewhat since 2023-24 compared to Asian students.  

Success rates at SDCCE vary significantly by program and should be disaggregated further on the 
Distance Education Outcomes Dashboard.   

Figure 7. Gaps in Online Success Rates from Reference Group (Asian), Graded Enrollments, SDCCE 

  
 

Table 11. Online Success Rates, Graded Enrollments, by Ethnicity, SDCCE 

 
Note. Includes enrollments in graded sections. Excludes credit-by-exam. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://app.powerbi.com/groups/me/reports/11c95f86-dcb3-4f90-a213-b91d1e14bdfb/b075cb5e8744ccf65643?ctid=040c6031-3abb-4835-b30c-9d88955b4c69&experience=power-bi&bookmarkGuid=5f1d1486-84c8-4a62-966e-a7fd2b4f83c8
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9. Online Success by Age, Credit Colleges: At the credit colleges in 2024-25, success 
rates were between 71% and 73% in Online transfer-level for all age groups except 
students over 50. For students over 50, 67% of enrollments were successful.  
Since 2020-21, online success rates have decreased significantly for students over 30 years old, 
decreases that are likely linked to changes in online course offerings and student enrollment 
behavior over the last four years.  
Exploration success rates by age group and course further using the Distance Education 
Outcomes Dashboard.  
 
 

Figure 8. 2024-25 Online Success Rates in Transfer-level coursework, Credit Colleges 
 
 

 
Note. “Online” is an aggregation of fully online (asynchronous), online-live (synchronous), and 
Hyflex courses (in which students may attend up to 100% of instruction online). 

Table 12. Success Rates in Online Transfer-level coursework by Age Group, Credit Colleges 

Note. “Online” is an aggregation of fully online (asynchronous), online-live 
(synchronous), and Hyflex courses (in which students may attend up to 100% 
of instruction online). 

https://app.powerbi.com/groups/me/reports/11c95f86-dcb3-4f90-a213-b91d1e14bdfb/b075cb5e8744ccf65643?ctid=040c6031-3abb-4835-b30c-9d88955b4c69&experience=power-bi&bookmarkGuid=5f1d1486-84c8-4a62-966e-a7fd2b4f83c8
https://app.powerbi.com/groups/me/reports/11c95f86-dcb3-4f90-a213-b91d1e14bdfb/b075cb5e8744ccf65643?ctid=040c6031-3abb-4835-b30c-9d88955b4c69&experience=power-bi&bookmarkGuid=5f1d1486-84c8-4a62-966e-a7fd2b4f83c8
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10. Online Success by Age, SDCCE: At SDCCE in 2024-25, success rates ranged between 
57% and 71%. Students aged 18-24 had the lowest success rates, and students aged 50+ 
had the highest.  
Success rates at SDCCE vary significantly by program and should be disaggregated further on the 
Distance Education Outcomes Dashboard.   

 

Figure 9. 2024-25 Online Success Rates in Graded Enrollments, SDCCE 
 
 

 
Note. “Online” is an aggregation of fully online (asynchronous), online-live (synchronous), and 
Hyflex courses (in which students may attend up to 100% of instruction online). 

Table 13. Success Rates in Online Graded Enrollments by Age Group, SDCCE 

Note. “Online” is an aggregation of fully online (asynchronous), online-live (synchronous), 
and Hyflex courses (in which students may attend up to 100% of instruction online). 

 

https://app.powerbi.com/groups/me/reports/11c95f86-dcb3-4f90-a213-b91d1e14bdfb/b075cb5e8744ccf65643?ctid=040c6031-3abb-4835-b30c-9d88955b4c69&experience=power-bi&bookmarkGuid=5f1d1486-84c8-4a62-966e-a7fd2b4f83c8
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Appendix: Tables 
Table 14. Enrollment Proportions by Modality and College 

 
Note 1. Excludes tentative and cancelled sections, sections with no enrollment, tutoring, and credit-by-exam. 
Note 2. “Online” is an aggregation of fully online (asynchronous), online-live (synchronous), and Hyflex courses (in 
which students may attend up to 100% of instruction online). 
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Table 15. Section Counts by Modality and College 

 
Note 1. Excludes tentative and cancelled sections, sections with no enrollment, tutoring, and credit-by-exam. 
Note 2. “Online” is an aggregation of fully online (asynchronous), online-live (synchronous), and Hyflex courses (in which students may attend up to 100% 
of instruction online) 
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